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Most of the ethnobotanical research is dedicated to food and medicinal plants, while the other categories, such as plants used
as materials, veterinary remedies or fodder remain neglected. This trend dominates in East Europe where linguistic approach
prevails, while ethnographical one stays under-explored, though the heritage of the 19™ century was impressive. Field data
were collected through in-depth individual semi-structured interviews with the last remaining ethnic Czechs living in Ro-
manian Banat and triangulated with extensive participant observation. The aims of this study were to document and preserve
local knowledge pertaining to the use of traditional cultivated and wild plants. The study focused on under-documented use
categories, hence, food and medicinal plants were excluded. In total, 56 plant species were cited by informants. The paper also
highlights vernacular names, phytonyms, and particularly interesting uses of plant resources or related aspects not described
previously or under-reported in the literature. The authors conclude that the ethnobotanical knowledge still survives as a part
of the cultural heritage of the Czech diaspora. However, several interesting uses are only practiced by elderly people, the
knowledge is ageing, and is likely to vanish fairly soon.
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INTRODUCTION Banat is a very interesting region for ethnobota-

nists, due to the fact that since the 18" century it has
been influenced by the traditional way of life of local
inhabitants (Romanians, Serbians, and Hungarians) and
by other 50 ethnic communities that have been encoun-
tered in this region. Although several ethnobotanical
studies have been realized in Banat (Nedelcheva

Through Europe, migration and integration pat-
terns are important topics as the intensity of popu-
lation movements is increased (Kaczmarczyk,
Okolski, 2005). Consequently, the traditional
knowledge about the uses of plant resources is rapidly

disappearing from traditional communities, particu-
larly due to the context of linguistic and cultural
erosion (Alexiades, 2003). In last decades, most
of the ethnobotanical research is dedicated to food
and medicinal plants, while the other categories,
such as plants used as materials, veterinary or for
social uses, remains neglected.

etal.,2007; Dogan etal.,2008a; Tita etal., 2009;
Antal,2010;Redzic,2010;Pieroni etal.,2011,
2015), to our knowledge, the ethnobotany of ethnic
minorities has not been reported yet.

The aim of this study was to collect and collate
ethnobotanical knowledge of the Czech diaspora about
the use of cultivated and wild gathered plants.

* Supported by the Czech Science Foundation, Project No. 521/09/P589, Hlavka Foundation, grant provided by the Faculty of Tropical

AgriSciences of the Czech University of Life Sciences Prague (CULS) through “Program support for international mobility of university
students”, and the Internal Grant Agency of the Faculty of Tropical AgriSciences, CULS (IGA, Project No. FTZ 20155016).
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Fig. 1. Location of the study area
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MATERIAL AND METHODS

The research was conducted in three out of six
ethnically Czech villages: Svatad Helena, Rovensko,
and Gernik in Romanian Banat (Figure 1), where the
diaspora under review has been settled since 1820s.
The livelihood of respondents is based mainly on agro-
tourism and agricultural activities. Thermophilous flora
of northern Mediterranean occurs in lowlands along
the Danube, while the mountainous terrain favours
a beechwood forest of temperate climate of Central
Europe (Kvacek etal., 2009).

A multidisciplinary approach (Martin, 1995)
combining botanical inventories, collection of plant
specimens, semi-structured interviews, and classic
anthropological participant observation were used.
The data were collected during the period 2009-2012.
The surveyed villages are significantly depopulated,
thus, despite all the effort, data were collected only
from 30 informants (14 male and 16 female, aged
29-80 years) who were willing to contribute to this
survey. Interviews were carried out in Czech. Plant
uses were categorized according to Economic Botany
Data Collection Standard (C o 0 k, 1995). As the study
focused on under-documented use categories, the food
and medicinal plants were excluded. Voucher specimens
of the cited plants were deposited in Herbarium at the
Czech University of Life Sciences Prague.

RESULTS

In total, 67 vernacular names associated with
56 plant species belonging to 48 genera and 28 fami-
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lies were documented (Table 1). Out of these species,
27 species were collected from the wild, particu-
larly from meadows and forests, while 23 species
were cultivated in home gardens, fields, or orchards.
Six species were semi-domesticated. A wide spectrum
of plant life-forms was documented. Of the 56 spe-
cies, 22 were trees, 2 shrubs, while majority were
herbaceous plants such as forbs and graminoids, rep-
resented by 23 and 4 species, respectively. Further,
5 species were vines.

The most represented families encountered within
this research were Rosaceae, Asteraceae, Poaceae, and
Leguminosae. The most frequently reported species
included onion (4/lium cepa), garlic (Allium sativum),
apples (Malus domestica), potatoes (Solanum tuberos-
um), walnut (Juglans regia), and maize (Zea mays).

The encountered species were grown or collected
for multiple purposes, of which the most reported
categories included plants used as fodder and fuel-
wood, followed by materials, veterinary medicine,
and social uses.

DISCUSSION

Approximately 30% of total species were directly
cited by informants to be used as fodder. However,
apart from these, other plants can be grazed by animals
in pastures. The respondents keep various livestock,
including cattle (dairy cows), poultry (including chicken
broilers, hens, and turkeys), pigs, goats, horses and
rarely rabbits, fowls, and pigeons. Interestingly, none
of the respondents raised sheep, even though the sheep
are very popular in Romanian farms (Giurca, 2008).

SCIENTIA AGRICULTURAE BOHEMICA, 46, 2015 (2): 49-56



0001 (uor81a1) TeMI :SFSN TVIDOS SIOMO[J o) q10J WNWAYIuesAIYD eBqQRQUILI QBOORIDISY T wno1pul wnwayiunsAiy>y
: SON stoHasyuE Jean 03 potmstioo syred Terroe 10 oM MOT[eM BAT pAOLSI] JeooeroAede IO Snlvw wniuopi]a
000t ‘91110 10§ “19PPOJ YIM PIXIW A VNIYALIA HEe T m o ' ems S[IUQIA0ISR]A d R Horieis
cee s31d 105 :YFAAOI synay o) %on INUWISAYD 190MS ue)gey oevooede TN PALIDS D2UDISD))

weaquIoH
cec swooiq :STVIITLVIN sayoueIq M Qon . yLIqey 2rOR[AI0D) TV S1ppiuatio snuid.av)
€eel aoom1and poom M Jon weaquIoH 1qey Qr0OR[AI0D) 1 sninjaq snuidin)y
SNoISI[AI :SHSN TYIOO0S SISMOT¥
(o13ewWw) sno131ja1 :SSN TVIDOS syred [euoe
L9°9C i ; as/m q10} prosuen Aygerea yogrsau 9BIJRIANSY 1 sypuidiffo vinpuaiv)
spunom uo A[[eurdxs pardde ‘doays ‘syeod
SIOMO[J
‘911180 10J “Yej [BWIUE UL PAIBAY AYVNIYTLIA
L9°9 swooliq :STVIYALVIN sayoueIq M oon yoig BZ1Iq oeooenIog Yy suaosagnd vjnjog
21d ¢ d g S1AD3NA “TeA S1LDIINA
: : A A
L9°9C s31d ‘oned 10y YIAAO0I SOABI[ o) q10J sj001109g BUIAISY BdlJ aeaoerpodouay) e
9[1Ed 10} ~YHAdOd $j001 o 1001 190 19DDO ed1s eysaeIy seasepodous DSSDAD "TeA S1ADS[NA
: 1 1 1 1 u
L9 Anynod 103 YHAAOA SOARD] 2 ¥l 10011999 19pPOd ‘eds 1214qop P 1 Au0o spvSma -dsqns 1 suvSina viog
L9°9 swool1q :STVIIALVIN syred [erioe o) q10} ysnq3uruing ©1BJSOY araoerpodouay) 109§ 1y (‘1) prandoos vissvg
(o1 Annod) uone)sajur sued o o AIny Arojeiej
: 1ed [erroe 1 TOMTIT QBOJRIYD0[0)SIT I SHPWA]D D1YIO0]0ISLI
Lt Jequod 03 ‘Annod 10J ‘mel AYVNIYALIA HECTE M e Homad ‘opnw orodod HooIosEY s 12 BHISOISISHE
: sauseied [pUnsauL yeai; 03 Yunip SOABD 10 orpres pyr QUS9Y IPRAPIW QrooRl T wnuisan wng
£eel ‘Knmod ‘sgid 10y “vrnjoun XAYVNIYALAA 1 M q10) 1es pIIm A R IPRAP v 1 ! myv
uo1}99Jul WIOMPUNOI jea1) 03 yunip ‘s3id 10
‘IeSns pue Y[IW YIM Pa[oq AYVNIYALIA
00°08 sqInq D/AdS/M q10} S1IeD J2usal QBJEI[[V 1 wnayvs wnljjy
sojisered [euT)S2UI 31} 0) NUNIP
‘Annod ‘s31d 103 ‘armoun (AYVNIYALIA
(syred
00°06 umolq :SYNOTOD LNHNODII/SHAA [eUI0)X0) J q10} uorup [nqu ‘onqio QBJEI[[V "1 pdad wnipy
sqnq
UOBOAJUL ULOMPUNOX 18211 01 YunIp “s51d SI9MO 0. MO, o 39192 9BI0RIAIS n1j0fa pa]11yd
: 1 1 118 1 2101 BOOBIO) T win] 1w 1
0009 011780 10§ “UOISIIUI ANV NIMALIA v M s A U v T wanijofaqiiut vaI1Y2Y
admrumj -STVIIdLVIN poomiieay
€€l M Qo1 ordew prarg BYAqeq JBOOBIOOY 1 a4352dwivd 120
aoomTdand poom
(%) $)asn [B00 asn's ST oy 9 S8 s)Q noevuId K 9 J1ue}o
3 1e weu ysisu WU Je[NOBUL e Weu [eo1ue
suonen (s)osn [eo0] POSUSHE | Soj00m | ap ysdug | (s) I A [rure g [eoruejoq

[ 1ed - BaIE ApMIs oY) UI paIojunooud soroads juerd Jo Auvjoqouyyqg [ o[qeL

51

49-56

SCIENTIA AGRICULTURAE BOHEMICA, 46, 2015 (2)



(o15ew) [emir :SHSN TVIDOS sayoueIq
cCey s31d 10} :yHAAOA synay D/AS/M Q2N A119U9 PIIM dorugeid ‘Quson BOOBSOY 1 (1) wniap snun.g
aoomT1and poom
s31d 10} :YHAAOA SOABI|
c€eee SYSBY ISTVIYALVIA poomyIeay o) Jon Krraqnin B[1q agniew QBOORIOIA ] bqv SHAOPY
Soysip jeawl :SHALLIAAY dOO4 poomjIeay
00°09 s31d ‘sas1o1] ‘s1803 ‘o1138d 10J :YIAAOA syed [eLoe D q10J BJ[RRI[Y BysQifoa desourwngo| 1 panps 03v21pa
sysnoos jean o)
19°9C POWINSTIOD “a[11E0 10] ‘PO XYYNIIALIAA syred [eroe M qi10j J[rwowre)) Joupuwigay QBAJRIRISY ] DIINDAL DIIDILLIDIN
00°08 aoom1dnd poom 0 CEM] oddy ey[qel ‘exqel 9890BSOY “PIog po1samop Snivpy
L9°9 SJoIy) ouIM STVIYALVIN synay M uiA pino3 apnog 19A9Y ‘o[n3en 28208}1qINOND) "[PUB)S DLIDA2IIS DIADUISDT
umo1q “mo[[eA :SYNOTOD INANDIA/SHAA sysny
ce€L (temyix) snotgrjar :SSN TVIDOS synay o) 2on nuep JBsaJ0 aeaoepue[Sny ' v1Saa suvi3ny
1931ays/opeys "TVILNIANNOIYIANA syred [erioe
199 sno1d1ja1 :SSN TVIDOS syed [eLoe D qi0J BISOH uey Auued AIAY 9B30BISOY “ds mysopy
UOT)RWWER[JUI JBAI) 0} IBD 1IN0 Y} UI PI)ISUL Sourioy
0001 (s31d “o[11e0 10§ Mel ANYNINILIA 51001 o) qI10J aroqaq[ay oyding 1oBAOARITEZ avaoe[nounueRy | I 2 ISPIeA\ Suaosv.andind sn.ioqajjafy
cg'¢ Anpnod 10y :y9aqod souayoe o) qI10¥ Jomorjung Qo1UQoUN[S QBOORIDISY ] Snnuup SnyIu1jaE]
199 (o18ewr) [emr :SESN TVYIDOS SOABI[ M uIA Aa1 ystjSuyg zojow1z oradRI[RIY " X121y DA2PIE]
SUOT}OQJUT JBAI) 0} JUNJ,
ceer mb::mow_wow dwﬁoe«oo.ouw ”MMM\VMZEMFM\/ A s M Q0m ySe BUUR\ uese[ EEY L) ] SNULO SHUIXD.AL]
aoomT1and poom
0009 aoom1dnd poom M an 299q ueadoinyg ynq Jedoedeq 1 poUDAJAS SNV
BOOYLIRIP JB2I} 0} JUnIp
0001 ‘s81d 107 ‘UOISTIUT AYYNINALIA SIOMOJ M qi0J sso[3ng s, 1odIA SBOO0A [UBIOQq oeooruISerog 1 2403INA wniyo5
L9791 sS1d 10] YFAAOI sjnay o) uIA unydung Ayany Q800L}IqINONY “ds v11gmon)
€e€e umoliq :SYNOTOD INAINDId/STAA pPooOM}IBAY M qnuys 2011 oW eurdwnys QBOORIPIBOBUY *d0og 11843300 snuyo)
00°01 doomTand poost M Jon [9zey uOWUWO)) BYSI| QBadR[AI0)) ‘quny [, puvjjaap snjdio)
Anoyseq :STVINHLVIN sayouelq
1L9°9 sye03 10 YAAAOI Spaas M qi0j B[[IUOIOD) BYSJOA sesourunga| “ds vjj1uo.40)
sjeroyewr Suryows :SHSN TVIDOS sayoueIq
ce¢ 1707 107 93Ad0 soed [oos M uIA Kor s Io[[oARI] Yealor orddRINOUNUERY T pgIvIIA SYDWD]))
(%) (s)asn [e20] pasn syed STHEIS ol Quwreu ysiduyg (S)oweu IB[NOBUIOA Anwre Qureu [BOIUBIOYg
suone) [eo1So01005 1T :

7 1ed - BaIe Apn)s o) Ul parejunooud soroads juerd Jo Auejoqouydg [ o[qeL

49-56

SCIENTIA AGRICULTURAE BOHEMICA, 46, 2015 (2)

52



pa1y10ads as1mMIaYI0 10U = SON ‘P[IM = A ‘. poSeueur,, Aem dwos ul Inqg (PAILAIIND J0U) PAJLINISIWOP-IWAS = (IS ‘PABANIND = D)

Annod ‘s31d ‘o130 10 :YHAAOA

Spaas

9[1ed 10} YHdAO0d

syed [eLoe

c€ceL o) prourwrers ozZIRN Qo1 Ny 9BoOROJ 1 sdvw vay
Anoyseq ‘sodor :STVIYALVIN SOABI[ Ysny
sSwooI1q :STYIIALVIN syred [eroe
€c€s 10110YS/ApeyS (' TVINANNOIIANT syred [eroe o) ourA ouraadern D[IUZOox QBOOBITA " paafiuia s
(s1sdoAied)
00°0S Annod ‘ones 10J Y4AAOA .mEEw D prourweid JeOY A 9oruasd ELEbIIE dds wnonig
€C€T sj1qqel 10J YAAdod syed [eroe as/m qi10J IOAO[D PAY 1939f oesourwn3ay 1 asuayn.d winijofiiy
£€°¢9 aoomTand poom D/dS/M 93n SUWI JOATIS edy| QBIEI[L], YOUSON psojuauio] vijif
00°0T SINV1d 999 ud[jod M q10J UoI[opUEp UOWWO)) eysijodwed JBIORIAISY ‘S3IMH ' 27pu1o1ffo wnovxp.an]
ce¢ Swoo0lIq :STVIYALVIN sayoueliq M Q2N nuidppe[q 19030[Y JeddedAydeig “ds vajdydnig
omEs ¥IAAO] (s1sdoAied)
€c¢e ! ’ suress D prourwerd wny3iog Ieje} QBOOROJd “ds wnys.iog
SwooIq :STVIIIIVIN SOOUOISAIO[JUT
ce¢ aoom1dand poom M Qo1 9013 9OIAIOS PIIM yo1q 9BOOBSOY zue1)) (") SypuIuLLI0)] SNGL0S
L9°9L 9[1ed 10} YIAAOd s1oqn} o) q10J 038104 K1oquelq JBddRUR[OS ] WNSOS42GN] WNUD]OS
(s1sdoki1e0)
as1oy ‘s31d 10} :YFAAOA ’
€e¢e surers D prourwesd kY 0)1Z aeadeod ] 2]pa.2 2]PI2S
sador :STVIIALVIN syred [eroe
: uoyjod niys 19 ueodoin Dyuzaq aeodoerjojride 1 pA31U SNIONGUID,
eeey SINVId 344 11 as/m qnry PId q “Ayurzaq ‘zoq fojrrde) T ps] quivg
L979¢ ordmd ‘aniq :SYNOTOD LNHNDIA/STAA sy M q10} 19pIe Jremd Aurpqayo orooerjojride) 1 8n[nqa Snonquing
c€c¢ 9[1ed 10J YdAdOd syaed [eLoe M q10J o3eg Ayueyon[y QBIJBIWE] “ds viajpg
(o13eW) SnoId1ya. sayoue 1) moppia Assnd [ “Ax9190 JB30BD va.dpd x1]v,
: 1Sew 181701 : uel 1 BAI 1 BIOROI[E : 4
L9°9 ! Is1[a1 :SHSN TVIDOS 4 q M 1 /MO[IM 1203 IHANRIR0Y 1Teg 1 DY
L9°91 SINV1d 999 uod[jod M 2N I$N907 yoe[g jede oesourn3a "1 p1ovovopnasd PIUIqOY
aoomTand poom
L9°91 M N JeO qnp Jedoede U], 0112UIv.Af SNO4IN(0)
SI00[} :STVIYALVIN poomireay
L9°9 aoom1dand poom M 2N 1ead prip Aypruerd QBOOBSOY NIPAN 4218044d snadg
€€ €S aoom1dnd poom o) LRl 1ead ueadoing Aysnay 9BOOBSOY 1 Stunuwod snidg
00°0% aoom1and poom o) oom wnjJ KAY1s0AS 9B00BSOY T POVSAULOP SNUNAJ
0009 adoom14and poom o) an wn|d K119y orpour AAI[S 9BI0BSOY YIYY pA2J1SD.42D SNunig
(%) snyes w0y
suone)) (s)osn [e00 posn sjeq | [eorSojooq oI oweu ysi[Suy | (S)oWeu JB[NOBUIOA Arwe g Qwieu Jeorue}og

¢ Jed - eoIe Apnjs oY) Ul paIdjunodud saroads juerd jo Auejoqoutyq ‘| o[qel

53

49-56

SCIENTIA AGRICULTURAE BOHEMICA, 46, 2015 (2)



As is common in plants used by humans, also the dis-
tinction between animal food and veterinary medicine
is not very clear, with many species being used at the
same time for both purposes (Bonet, Valles,
2007). Nevertheless, none of the fodder species were
found to have ethnoveterinary value in Banat.

In total, 11 herbal remedies for treating animal
health disorders were recorded in the study area. Most
of them were used for the treatment of various infec-
tions and infestations (7), inflammation, injuries, and
digestive and respiratory disorders (each represented
by 1 species).

Zatravovaci korinek (zatravovaci — probably derived
from travit, ‘to poison’, korinek ‘little root’) denotes
Helleborus purpurascens, a species traditionally used
both by the Czech diaspora as well as in the Romanian
folk veterinary medicine (Bogdan etal., 1990). In
the words of the locals, zatravovaci korinek ‘chases
out any infection from the body by poisoning it’. The
small piece of root is transcutaneously implanted into
the dewlap (cattle) or ear lobe (pigs) and covered
by an adhesive plaster to provoke leucocytosis or
neutrophils with the aim to activate chronic diseases
for better healing (Bogdan et al., 1990). The skin
is perforated with a thick needle and the root is left
in situ for 3 days. Subsequently the applied root to-
gether with matter is removed. Though this method is
more than 100 yearsold (Bogdan etal., 1990), itis
under-documented in the literature. So far, the same
use has been observed also with other species of the
genus Helleborus. Pieroni etal. (2014) pointed out
that the root of H. odorus Waldst. & Kit. ex Willd.
is inserted on the horse’s ear as a panacea, roots of
Helleborus spp. are inserted into horse’s breast for
treating muscular blocks, particularly to animals not
able to be ridden anymore (Pieroni etal., 2013) or
inserted into animal’s ear to treat all diseases (Pieroni
et al., 2011).

Pieroni (2000) also documented the use of stem
bark decoction of Fraxinus ornus in the treatment
of poultry infections. In other territories, flowers of
Fraxinus are administered to cows as a purgative (D i
Sanzo etal, 2013), and to treat poultry diseases
(Guarrera etal., 2005).

Aerial parts of Chelidonium majus were mixed with
fodder to treat intestinal infections in cattle. Idolo et
al. (2010) described that the plant decoction is given
to cattle to expel placenta; while Redzic (2010)
pointed out that the concerned plant can be used for
the treatment of any sickness.

Antihelminitic use of Allium sativum is well docu-
mented both in medical and veterinary applications
(Idolo et al., 2010), while Achillea millefolium
was found to be vermifuge only in humans (Tita
et al., 2009). Veterinary use of Allium ursinum is
quite rare and so far, previous fieldwork has recorded
helminthiasis and vermifuge properties only in hu-
mans (Tita et al., 2009). We recorded macerated

leaves used for controlling intestinal parasites in
poultry and pigs.

The interviewed informants put aerial parts of
Aristolochia clematitis to henhouse to control the
poultry mite. Aristolochia has already been noted
in herbal lore to be used in veterinary medicine
(Scarborough,2011;Bahmani, Eftekhari,
2013), nevertheless, the concerned use seems to be
unknown in literature. Notable is also its vernacular
name popovo mido (lit. ‘pop’s scrotum [+archaic]’)
or the alternate version fararovy kulky (lit. ‘parson’s
balls’). Apart from the physical resemblance of the
round fruits of the plant and the testicles, the name is
probably based on the conception of parson as a sym-
bol of purity, which can be transferred to the poultry.

According to Pirvutoiu, Popescu (2011),
by the year 2007, the number of beekeepers accounted
34 971 people with an average apiary size of 31.05
beehives. Bee plant species identified included Robinia
pseudoacacia, Sambucus nigra, and Taraxacum offici-
nale. Although honey was appreciated by respondents,
the rising trend of beekeeping was not observed in
the study area. Currently, only 3 respondents keep
honey bees. Likewise in the study from Bosnia and
Herzegovina(Saric-Kundalic etal.,2010), honey
played an outstanding role in local cuisine particularly
as sweetener in teas. In addition, bee wax was used for
preparation of balms in traditional medicine.

Several plant species were documented being used
exclusively for social usage. These included forgotten
Czech traditions, magic and ritual applications, such
as the use of Calendula officinalis to protect people
and property against visiting strangers and pussy
willow (Salix caprea) protecting the household from
harm from lightning. Furthermore, two species were
recorded for spiritual or religious purposes, such as
Hosta sp. (kytky panny Marie, lit. ‘Virgin Mary’s
flowers’) which are offered to Virgin Mary on the
day of her feast day (September 8"). Furthermore,
Chrysanthemum indicum and Calendula officinalis
are used for decoration of graves on All Souls’ Day
on November 15, Nevertheless, the most important
holiday for the Banatian Czechs is Easter, the celebra-
tion of springtime and renewal, as majority of them
adhere to Christians (Pavlasek, 2010). On Easter
day, groups of carolers walk from house to house with
rattles, singing Easter carols and receive eggs, sweets
or walnuts from landlords. Pomldzka — a braided whip
made from twigs of Salix caprea or Prunus avium — is
therefore used by caroling boys to symbolically whip
girls on the legs.

Dried branches of Clematis vitalba, the common
infesting weed in the study area, were often smoked
as a tobacco substitute, particularly during the field-
work. So far, dried leaves of Clematis vitalba smoked
as a weak hallucinogen have been identified in an
ethnobotanical study in southern Italy (Scherrer
et al., 2005).
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Cleanliness in household and in the surroundings
was one of the most important values for respondents.
Hence, brooms made out of plants were still used as
cleaning implements. For this purpose, 6 species were
identified and most of these species were previously
described to be commonly used in several south and
south-eastern European countries (Nedelcheva et
al.,2007; Do gan etal.,2008b): kostata (lit. ‘brooms”)
denoting Bassia scoparia, Betula pubescens, Staphylea
sp., and Carpinus orientalis. Furthermore, aerial parts
of maize (Zea mays) locally called tuluzina and panicles
of Sorghum sp. are used. Making brooms is a male
craft, and is rarely done by women.

Typical handicrafts or artifacts included casks made
of heartwood of Morus alba, which are claimed to
contribute to the distinctive taste of alcoholic drinks
(Dogan et al., 2008a). Interestingly, Lagenaria
siceraria is used by respondents as wine thief. Two
expressions denoting this plant were registered during
the fieldwork: tragule originating in Romanian tragula
and hever (lit. ‘a jack’, cf. German heber, ‘lifter’ and
Slovak hever denoting the Czech kostyr, used to ‘lift
the wine up’ from the barrel).

Furthermore, we found that the heartwood of white
mulberry (Morus alba) is used as meat tenderizer. In
literature, well documented meat tenderizers are made
up of proteolytic enzymes that attack the protein struc-
ture of meat and thus make it less tough. Such enzymes
are present for instance in papaya (Carica papaya L.)
(Ansari etal., 2014), or pineapple (Adnanas comosus
(L.)Merr.) (Chadhuri, Dey,2013). Nevertheless,
the use of mulberry heartwood as meat tenderizer is
not documented.

CONCLUSION

The information collected in Romanian Banat shows
that the knowledge regarding the traditional uses of
plants used in under-documented use categories (other
than food and medicinal) still survives as a part of
the cultural heritage of the Czech diaspora. The most
frequently reported categories included plants used as
fodder and fuelwood, followed by materials, veteri-
nary medicine, and social uses. All 56 plant species
encountered in the study area continue to play an
important role, and it was found out that many people
retain a rich knowledge about the use of these plants.
However, several interesting uses are only practiced
by elderly people. Currently, more than a half of the
houses in the ethnically Czech villages are empty, as
young people massively re-emigrate back to the Czech
Republic. Consequently, the traditional knowledge
about the plants is ageing, and is likely to vanish
fairly soon. Furthermore, a notable adaptation of the
community is evident from the folk botanical nomen-
clature; for some species unique plant names were
created, while for others loan words from Romanian

(particularly Banatian variety) and also from other
languages were used.
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